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I have not been able to understand the cause of
so much excitement and disturbance that followed my
detention. It is not Satyagraha. It is worse than Dura-
graha. Those who join Satyagraha demonstrations were
bound one and all to refrain at all hazard from violence,
not to throw stones or in any way whatever to injure
.anybody. But in Bombay we have been throwing
stones. We have obstructed tram-cars by putting ob-
stacles in the way. This is not Satyagraha. We have
demanded the release of about 50 men who had been
arrested for deeds of violence. Our duty is chiefly to
get ourselves arrested. It is breach of religious duty to
endeavour to secure the release of those who have
committed deeds of violence. We are not, therefore,
justified on any grounds whatever in demanding the
release of those who have been arrested.
Speeches and Writings of Mahatma Gandhi, p. 474

I have said times without number that Satyagraha
admits of no violence, no pillage, no incendiarism; and
still in the name of Satyagraha we have burnt buildings,
forcibly captured weapons, extorted money, stopped
trains, cut off telegraph wires, killed innocent people
and plundered shops and private houses. If deeds
such as these could save me from the prison-house or
the scaffold, I should not like to be so saved.
Speeches and Writings of Mahatma Gandhi, p. 476

I can see nothing but catastrophe for India from
methods of violence. Workmen would be committing
suicide and India would have to suffer indescribable
misery if workingmen were to vent their anger by crimi-
nal disobedience of the law of the land. .... When I
began to preach Satyagraha and civil disobedience it
was never meant to cover criminal disobedience. My